Week Twelve

23 May 2022

FIRST SEMESTER 2022

Dear Friends,
Welcome to Week 12!

For many of us, this upcoming semester
break will be filled with many activities,
from short courses, holidays, and

We have finally the reached the last week pastoral placements. I hope those
of the semester. I hope everyone is doing

experiences, wherever they may be

well, especially with our final

fruitful and enjoyable.

assessments. As always, if you have any
queries, do not be shy to approach your
lecturers. They will always be happy to

Have a good rest of the week…
In the heart of Jesus,

help.
The big news for our nation this week
has been the federal election, where

Secretary

millions of Australians have gone to the
polls to exercise their democratic right as
citizens. Regardless of our political
leanings, we pray that this incoming
government be one that promotes the
greater good of all, especially the poor
and disadvantaged; and one that cares
for common home.
As always, check out Chris’s
inspirational biblical verse of the week as
you get to class. Personally, it has a small
highlight of the week.
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MAY ZOOM SEMINARS
This Monday on Building the Church we need series;

Dr Elissa Roper, theologian specialising in
synodality; and Francis Sullivan, Chair, Mater
Health, former CEO of the Catholic Truth, Justice
and Healing Council, and Plenary Council
member.

A political
joke...
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Scan to register!

REFLECTION

Per Mariam ad Jesum
with His disciples. By saying; “Mother, this is
In Christology or in biblical exegesis, the your child,” Jesus wants to emphasize His
original words of Jesus are known or in Mother as the central figure in the work of
Latin; Ipsissima Verba. One part of the original

salvation given to the Church by God. By saying

words of Jesus, we find in today's Gospel is:

this is your mother, Jesus wants to emphasize

"Mother, this is your son and this is your

that the mission of the Church as a community

mother". When Jesus hung on the Cross, He

of the faithful, must still be viewed and carried

expressed His feeling and wanted to mark off

out in humility.

that

the

love

between

the

disciples

Per Mariam ad Jesum: through Mary to

(represented by His beloved disciple) and His Jesus. It appears that Mary's willingness to
mother, really needed to be continued, as was accept God's offer through the Angel Gabriel is
the love, which had been growing between Him a door of faith (porta fidei), where God has
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entered the human world from the very

depended on her, and drew all her strength

beginning through the will or fiat of Mary. Just

from her".

as the work of God's salvation was born to man

Everything that Mary does not make it

through the free will and pure womb of Mary,

difficult at all, but instead makes it easier for us

so, because of the merits of the Son, Mary was

to arrive and be united with Christ. Mary also

given a special position in the work of saving

helps us to prepare our minds properly, so that

humankind and we honor Mary as our

we are able to accept with great heart the

intercession to God.

grace that will be given by God. We are often

Our respect for the Virgin Mary cannot

good at asking, but do not prepare an

be separated from our reverence for Jesus. We

adequate mind to accommodate the gift. Inner

go to Jesus through the Virgin Mary. So, in

unpreparedness actually becomes an obstacle

principle, it can be said like this: All the titles

to giving this gift, because God does not want

and honors of Mary which God gave her are for

to harm us. Mary also helps to prepare the

the honor of His Son Jesus Christ, and this

redeeming grace of Jesus, so that Jesus who is

honor always comes under the honor of Christ.

present in us will grow and become mature.

The basis of respect for the Virgin Mary is

Mary helps us to become more and more like

because of her role as the mother of God. As

her son in the midst of the challenges and

the mother of God, Mary was sanctified by God

temptations of this world.

and took a special role in God's overall plan of
salvation. Our Lady performs her role as
Mother of God and cooperates in God's plan of
salvation.
Mary's cooperation can be seen in her
obedience in listening and carrying out the
Word of God. Therefore, the cooperation of the
Virgin Mary is not only limited by her
willingness to conceive and give birth to Jesus;
but also, his faithfulness in raising and
accompanying Jesus in carrying out God's
mission of salvation. Mary's intercession,
which is inferior to Christ's mediation, is
described by various expressions "totally
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Gusty Siga, SVD

