Week Eight

25 April 2022

FIRST SEMESTER 2022

Dear Friends,
I believe that you had a joyful easter
break and are ready to take on the

in mind and renew it every time we
begin our study.
This Monday 25th April, we celebrate

remainder of this semester with renewed Anzac Day, we pay our respect to all the
energy. It is a busy time for most of us

war heroes who lost their lives for this

because of our major essays. However,

country.

as Jesus accompanied the two disciples

We will not forget people who are

on the way to Emmaus, He will walk

still suffering by war around the world,

with us along the way towards our

particularly in Ukraine. May the Risen

goals. Then, we will eventually realise

Christ give them peace and free them

that He is our goal, purpose, and

from suffering.

destination. I feel it is good to keep this

I would like to thank Marianne Dacy
for her beautiful reflection on Easter.
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CONGRATULATIONS

REFLECTION
On Thursday
21st April 2022, Joseph
Thanakrit Mahalapchai (Pong), CSsR was
ordained to the diaconate. We congratulate
him and promise to keep him in our prayers
for his ministry in future.

A traffic joke...
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REFLECTION

Passover and Easter

S

easons play an enormous role in Passover meal, the Seder (meaning order) has a
religion. Ancient peoples were keenly central place in the celebration of Passover. All
attuned to the cycle of nature and Jewish feasts have a seasonal and an historical

celebrated key religious moments in Spring, aspect. Passover commemorates the saving
Summer, Autumn and at the Winter solstice. acts of God through the Exodus experience of
Passover was originally a Spring festival, being liberated from slavery Egypt. In
celebrated by shepherds, and linked to the Christianity, the Exodus theme is associated
barley harvest. Easter, which grew out of the with the saving acts of Christ. The name
Jewish festival, likewise is celebrated in Spring “Passover” is a reminder of the special Divine
in the Northern Hemisphere. Festivals are protection of the Children of Israel in Egypt,
interwoven with meaningful symbolism, rich during the tenth plague, the killing of the first
in religious overtones. In particular, the ritual born, when God “passed over” the houses of
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the children of Israel (Ex 12:27). This was

In the Gospels the compelling events of

commemorated by the offering of the

Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection occurred

Paschal Lamb. After the destruction of the

at the time when the annual Passover was

temple the Seder meal in the home replaced

being observed. Thus, in the synoptic gospels,

it. Unleavened bread is eaten during all the

Matthew, Mark and Luke, the last meal which

seven days of Passover.

Jesus shared with his disciples appears to be

Easter

portrayed as a Passover meal (Mark 14:12–26;
Matt 26:17–30; Luke 22:7–23ff), and Jesus’
crucifixion and death fell on the day of

Passover is the original model of the

Preparation (for the Sabbath), at the ninth

Christian Paschal feast, or Easter, the oldest

hour just before the Sabbath eve (Mark

and most important church feast and the

15:33–37; Matt 27:46–50; Luke 23:44–46), the

very centre and heart of the liturgical year.

day after the sacrifice of the Passover lamb.

Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection form

In John’s gospel, the last evening meal which

the essence of His redemptive work. The

Jesus shares with his disciples is not a

narrative of these salvific actions form the

Passover meal, but the day before. Jesus dies

oldest part of the Gospel tradition.

at the time of the afternoon sacrifice, on the
day of Preparation for the Sabbath (John 19:

The New Testament links the death and

31).

resurrection of Jesus with Passover, and the
institution of the Eucharist. “I have longed to
eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for
I tell you, I shall not eat it until it is fulfilled in
the kingdom of God” (Luke 22:16).

Have a great week ahead!
Thank you,
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Secretary

Marianne Dacy

