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You are my Light, Lord

Introduction
We extend a warm welcome to you all into the Week Eleven. Meeting the flock this week will be
a reflection by Pope Francis on Ascension.

“Meet the Folks:” reflection by Papa Francisco

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Good morning!
Today, in Italy and in many other countries, the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord is being
celebrated. This Solemnity embraces two elements. On the one hand it directs our gaze toward
heaven, where the glorified Jesus is seated at the right hand of God (cf. Mk 16:19). On the other,
it reminds us of the mission of the Church: why? Because Jesus, Risen and Ascended into heaven,
sends his disciples to spread the Gospel throughout the world. Therefore, the Ascension exhorts
us to lift our gaze toward heaven, in order to return it immediately to the earth, to implement the
tasks that the Risen Lord entrusts to us.
It is what we are invited to do in the day’s Gospel passage, in which the event of the Ascension
occurs immediately after the mission that Jesus entrusts to the disciples. It is a boundless mission
— that is, literally without boundaries — which surpasses human strength. Jesus says, in fact: “Go
into all the world and preach the Gospel to the whole creation” (Mk 16:15). The task which Jesus
entrusts to a small group of common men lacking great intellectual capacity seems truly too bold!
Yet this small company, insignificant compared to the great powers of the world, is sent to bring
the message of Jesus’ love and mercy to every corner of the earth.
God’s glory in me will be to receive from me something God can never receive from anyone else – because it is a gift
of God to me which God has never given to anyone else and never will. (Thomas Merton in a letter to a friend).
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But this plan of God can be accomplished only with the strength that God himself grants to the
Apostles. In this sense, Jesus assures them that their mission will be supported by the Holy Spirit.
And he says this: “you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
This is how this mission was able to be accomplished, and the Apostles began this work which
was then continued by their successors. The mission that Jesus entrusted to the Apostles has
continued through the centuries, and continues still today: it requires the cooperation of all of us.
Each one, in fact, by the power of the Baptism that he or she received, is qualified in turn to
proclaim the Gospel. Baptism is precisely what qualifies us and also spurs us to be missionaries,
to proclaim the Gospel.

The Lord’s Ascension into heaven, while inaugurating a new form of Jesus’ presence among us,
calls us to keep eyes and hearts open to encounter him, to serve him and bear witness to him to
others. It is a matter of being men and women of the Ascension, that is, those who seek Christ
along the paths of our time, bringing his word of salvation to the ends of the earth. On this journey
we encounter Christ himself in our brothers and sisters, especially in the poorest, in those who
suffer in their very flesh the harsh and humiliating experience of old and new forms of poverty.
As at the beginning the Risen Christ sent his Apostles with the power of the Holy Spirit, so too
does he send all of us today, with the same power, so as to establish concrete and visible signs of
hope. Because Jesus gives us hope. He went to heaven and opened the gates of heaven and the
hope that we will reach it.

May the Virgin Mary who, as Mother of the dead and Risen Lord, enlivened the faith of the first
community of disciples, help us too to “lift up our hearts”, as the Liturgy exhorts us to do. And at
the same time may she help us to keep our “feet on the ground”, and to bravely sow the Gospel in
the practical situations of life and of history.
SOURCE:http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2018/documents/papafrancesco_regina-coeli_20180513.html

God’s glory in me will be to receive from me something God can never receive from anyone else – because it is a gift
of God to me which God has never given to anyone else and never will. (Thomas Merton in a letter to a friend).
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Happy Feast of Ascension

“After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their
sight.” (Acts 1:9)

Quick digest
Accomplish- “He who is not courageous enough to
take risks will accomplish nothing in life.”
Action- “Knowing is not enough; we must apply”

Believe- “Believe it can be done”

God’s glory in me will be to receive from me something God can never receive from anyone else – because it is a gift
of God to me which God has never given to anyone else and never will. (Thomas Merton in a letter to a friend).
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Please Take Note...
We are in week 11 and the SRC urge every student to keep working hard as we
are nearing the due dates for the assessments.
We are also invited to pray continuously for victims of COVID 19 pandemic as
many of our people are still suffering from it globally.

This Week’s Quote
I have told you these things, that IN ME YOU MAY HAVE PEACE IN
THE WORLD YOU HAVE OPPRESSION; BUT CHEER UP! I HAVE
OVERCOME THE WORLD. (John16:33)

I

Wish you all a wonderful week ahead.
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