
Week Eleven

SECOND SEMESTER 2022

Dear friends,

Welcome to week 11 of the second 
semester 2022. Last week, many 
areas were flooded in Victoria and 
Tasmania which damaged a lot of 
households’ properties. During 
these recent years, Australia has 
experienced quite a few natural 
disasters such as flooding or bush 
fire. On the face of these events, some 
might have lost trust and persistence 
in prayer. However last Sunday’s 
Gospel, the widow’s example 
reminds us of never losing hope in 
prayer. More importantly, at times, 
God does not answer our prayer our 
way, but the way that is better for our 
life. 

The situation in Ukraine and Russia 
seems to get worse. We continue 
to pray for peace and justice in the 
places of conflicts and violence. 

Last October 15 was the feast day 
of St. Teresa Avila. Even though she 
encountered physical pain due to 
sickness and lots of difficulties in her 
whole life, quiet contemplation to 
connect with God always remained 

important to her. We continue to 
pray for those who are experiencing 
difficulties in their life, may they be 
blessed with God’s consolation and 
may they continue to have trust and 
hope in God.  

We have two weeks left to the end 
of the study week in this semester. 
Surely, all are now occupied with the 
final assignments. But, once again, 
never forget to take some rest and 
have a blessed week, friends!
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A New Book
About nine months ago, an idea came to my mind: There had been 
many times I was requested to reflect, write, and share about my 
vocation journey. For sure, other religious brothers and sisters were 
asked the same thing. So, I wondered: Why should I not invite them 
to contribute their writings so we can compile those sharings into 
a book that can be used as an effective instrument to promote the 
religious vocation?
 
I believe this project is a practical way to promote vocations, and 
therefore, I decided to bring my vision into reality. First, I asked my 
Vietnamese friends from different congregations to collaborate with 
me, and then together we wrote an open letter to invite more peo-
ple to join us. We formed a Facebook group to discuss and update 
the development of our joint project. Over the first few months, we 
received more than 50 writings from brothers and sisters coming 
from different Congregations and seminaries. They are Vietnamese 
members of many Congregations both in Vietnam and around the 
world: Australia (for sure), the Philippines, Africa, the USA, Austria, 
Rome, and Indonesia. Our core group worked together under the 
consultation of Fathers Anthony and another Vietnamese priest. We 
selected 35 good sharings to make a draft of the book and I played 
the role of the main editor.
 
Then, our group contacted the company Bayard- a joint publishing 
house of the Congregation of the Augustinians of the Assumption, 
now our book has been granted the license to be published. The 
ISBN number is 978-604-61-8756-1 with the title: “Đi tu có gì vui 
không? Hành trình ơn gọi của các tu sĩ trẻ” which can literally be 
translated as “Are you happy in the religious life? – The vocation 
journeys of young religious.” 
  
There are three students of YTU contributing in this book: Br Vincen 
Trieu Nguyen, MSC; Br Peter Cuong Dang SVD and Duc Trung Vu.

- Trung Vu C.Ss.R
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