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Dear Friends,
Welcome to Week 4!
Now that we are in August, we are
experiencing winter slowly making
way for the season of spring. We
see glimpses of this transition in the
blooming flowers; and feel the change
through some warmer, more pleasant
afternoons. I hope you are managing
your study well, especially with the
due dates of the first essays slowly
approaching. As always, if you have
any questions or concerns, feel free to
contact your lecturers.
YTU reminds us of the upcoming
“Ask a Librarian” sessions via Zoom,
organized by our beloved librarians
at St Paschal’s. This will occur every
Tuesday from 3 to 4 pm, starting
from the 16th of August. This is an
opportunity for anyone who needs
help with accessing resources or
using the library catalogue.

Last week was one that was full of
feast days and memorials, where we
remember and celebrate the many
champions of our Christian faith. We
had Australia’s first canonized saint,
St Mary Mackillop, who responded
in Gospel boldness to the injustices
of her time. We also commemorated
St Edith Stein, a Jewish convert
and Discalced Carmelite. She was
a philosopher and a martyr of the
Holocaust. This week also had the
memorial to St Clare, who was one
of the first followers of St Francis of
Assisi. Lastly, there was the feast of St
Lawrence, a deacon and early church
martyr. An indication of the Church’s
sense of humour, Lawrence is the
patron saint of cooks.
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Celebrating 50 Years
This year marks the
50th Anniversary of
YTU’s foundation.

Secretary

In last week’s bulletin, I mentioned
the upcoming Cultural Night, which
is the SRC’s second biggest event. We
have finalized the date, and it will be
on the 2nd of September 6 pm at the
YTU Study Centre. If you have any
ideas or suggestions for the night, we
are happy to listen.
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The Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
15 August
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REFLECTION | Based on Mark 8:27-35

Who do say that Jesus is?
Reflection based on Mark 8:27-35
We often think that the depth of a person’s
relationship with another person is
measured by how long they have been in
that relationship. If the relationship they
have built is long enough, we conclude that
they already know each other deeply. But
it seems that this assumption is not entirely
correct. It turns out that many people,
after being in a relationship for a long time,
still don’t know the background of their
mates, their strengths and weaknesses
of them, or their likes and dislikes, and so
on. Therefore, to find out how well they
know each other, it is necessary to ask
the person directly. That’s what Jesus did
as told in Mark 8:27-35. Jesus knew that
His disciples had been walking with Him
long enough, but He still asked to explore
how well His disciples knew Jesus. . The
question asked by Jesus was aimed at

exploring the extent to which His disciples
knew Him. Why was it done? Because for
Jesus, anyone who wants to be a follower
of Him must know Him personally; not just
follow.
For Jesus, anyone who wants to be his
follower must know Jesus deeply, not just
follow him. The way that Jesus did it was
very good. He didn’t get to the point of
His question. First, He asked the disciples
what people thought of Him.? Without
thinking, the disciples answered, “John the
Baptist, some say, Elijah, some say one of
the previous prophets has risen.” We are
like that too. We, if we ask the opinion of
others, we are very quick to answer. We
say “He said this, they said that and so on”.
But that’s what people say, not according to
us. Then Jesus said, who do you think I am
His disciples were silent. Maybe they don’t
know what to say. Indeed, they have been
walking with Jesus for a long time but they
may not know Jesus deeply. However, only
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Peter answered. Peter said to Jesus, “You
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.
“The proof is that only Peter answered
out loud, and that way only Peter knew
Jesus fully. Only those who have closeness
and personal experience with Jesus and
carry out His commands are able to know
Jesus deeply. Peter was able to answer
Jesus’ questions because he had personal
experience with Jesus. He knew Jesus
deeply. He had seen His Glory on Mount
Tabor. He did not follow Jesus as long as he
followed suit.
In our life, we often refer to ourselves
as followers of Jesus. Sometimes when
we are asked by people about how long
we’ve been the followers of Jesus we
could proudly say: “from my childhood”
– because some of us were baptized as
babies. Some people try to exaggerate by
saying “I am a follower of Jesus since I was
in my mother’s womb”. That is their way
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to say that they have been long enough as
the followers of Jesus. I think that’s fine.
However, what if Jesus’ question, “What
do you think, is this question of mine?”
also addressed to us? We certainly won’t
give the same answer as Peter did. Or
answer should depend on how our personal
experience with God is. We need to answer,
not based on other people’s quotes about
Jesus, but based on our own experience.
Only those with proximity to Jesus know to
give the right answer. May we all continue
to build a relationship with Jesus, and from
day to day try to deepen that relationship.
Only in that way can we know Jesus so
deeply that we too deserve to be proud to
call ourselves followers of Jesus.

By Gusty Siga, SVD
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