
Week Three

SECOND SEMESTER 2022

Dear friends, 

Firstly, I would like to congratulate 
three Redemptorist (Minh, Xuechuan, 
and Shaopei) students who  professed 
their religious vows on Monday 1 
August 2022. Sadly, on the same day, 
Minh’s mother (Anna) passed away 
in Adelaide. Let us continue to keep 
Minh and his family in our prayers. 
May she rest in peace.

As part of celebrating 50 years of 
Theological Education of YTU, last 
Friday, we had a Ritual of Washing 
Feet. All the participants had an 
opportunity to wash each other’s feet 
and have their own feet washed by 
others, regardless of whether they 
are priests or lay; formator, lecturer 
or student; women or men. It was a 
beautiful and a touching celebration 
which reminds us of the example 
of service of Jesus: “I came to serve, 
not to be served.” Thank you, Jill for 
organizing and those who got involved 
in the ritual.

This week we celebrate the solemnity 
of St. Mary MacKillop, also known 
as St. Mary of the Cross on the 8th  
of August. She was religious figure, 
educator, and social reformer. In 1860, 
she met Father Julian Woods, who 
became her spiritual director. Together 
they founded a new community of 
women—the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
the Sacred Heart, also known as the 
Josephite Sisters. Its members were 

to staff schools especially for poor 
children, as well as orphanages, and 
do other works of charity. She died in 
1909 at the age of 67. Pope John Paul 
II beatified her in 1995. In 2010, when 
Pope Benedict XVI canonized her, she 
became Australia’s first saint. Happy 
feast day to everyone.

The second biggest event of the year 
for SRC, after Brotherhood Cup is 
the Social or Cultural Night. We have 
not finalised the date yet. However, 
from now on you can form a group 
for dancing, sing or any kind of 
performance based on your respective 
culture. Besides that, if you have any 
ideas or suggestions for culture day, 
we are glad to listen. Please do not 
hesitate to send them to us by email. 
(vincentquoctrieungyen@gmail.com).

Thank you so much and have a great 
week ahead!
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EVENING SEMINARS

Three Redemptorist Novices Minh, Xuechuan 
and Shaopei professing their first religious 
vows on 1 August (the feast of their Founder 
St. Alphonsus) at Holy Eucharish Parish, 
St. Albans South. Xuechuan and Shaopei 
are former ELSPM student while Minh is 
currently doing his undergraduate studies at 
YTU.

https://www.garrattpublishing.com.au/blog/post/creating-a-just-synodal-church/
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REFLECTION | 19TH ORDINARY SUNDAY - YEAR C

There is a story of how to hunt a monkey. I 
presume that many of you have heard this 
story.

The hunter would take a pot with a wide 
bottom and narrow opening/neck and bury 
the pot in the ground to where the opening 
of the jar was just above the ground. 

In the jar the hunter would place a piece 
of fruit or nuts, and curiosity or hunger 
would attract the monkey to reach inside. 
The monkey reaches down into the 
narrow opening of the jar to grab hold of 
the treat, and as the monkey attempts to 
extract the treat from the jar, he finds that 
his fist full of food will not fit through the 
narrow opening! The monkey, excited and 
frustrated, may scream out as he continues 
to hold on to his food... but he will refuse 
to let go of it. The monkey sees the hunter 
approaching but instead of letting go of the 
food the monkey holds on tighter and tries 
harder to dislodge its arm and fist of food 

from the jar. 

The story can give a meaning of the 
attachment and hold tightly in what we 
call “treasure of life”. And Jesus said in this 
Gospel today: “Where is your treasure?” 
This is such an important question that 
our Lord speaks to our heart to examine 
“where is your treasure?”. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also”

For the trapped monkey, his or her treasure 
is the fruits or nuts inside the pot. There 
desires or hearts longs to hold tight and 
have them in the full. They do not care 
about of being trapped, being harmed to 
their lives. 

For all of us, Jesus came to reveal God’s 
plan for us, that is to: “seek treasure in 
heaven that never fail”. We are human 
beings, we are vulnerable but we are made 
for something beyond this earthly life. 
All the things on the earth from the very 
beginning of God’s creation are good. 
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However, Jesus invites us not to attach to 
good things on earth because the ultimate 
good is relationship with God. And God 
longs to seek our heart in union with God. 
The God who is concerned, loving and 
caring.

In this invitation of Jesus, the heart-sight 
tells us this wisdom: “The things of this 
world are not lasting. Building up wealth 
and power is useless. In the end, our love 
will be what remains”

Where is your heart? Our Mother Mary 
pondered and treasured everything relating 
to God in her heart. The question for us 
is: Is God - the treasure of your heart? If 
God is our treasure, the answer of us is: 
“I want you”. I want intimacy with God, I 
want communion with God, I want God’s 
love. Let’s examine daily: “where is your 
heart?” In Christian life, we need more than 

just insight, we need heart-sight in order to 
have a heart full of love.

Containing a heart full of love means a heart 
full of excitement and readiness for the 
coming of the Lord: be like servant who 
are waiting for the masters to return to 
the wedding banquet and Ready to open!a 
heart full of love is the one who imbues with 
the deep Spirit of faithfulness: “Blessed are 
those servants whose master finds them 
watching when he comes.

For it is only with the loving and believing 
heart, we can seek our treasure rightly and 
fully.

Chung Tran, MSC ( Heart of Life student)



Last Friday, we the staff, students and partners of YTU celebrated a ritual of washing 
feet to mark the 50th jubilee of YTU’s service and ministry. It was indeed a joyful and a 

symbolically powerful evening. Here are some snaps of the event.


