Week Nine

2 May 2022

FIRST SEMESTER 2022

Greetings,
Welcome to Week 9! This means that we are a

So before going to class, take a moment to check
out Chris’s multicoloured letter board.

little more than a month until the semester’s Staying on the topic of our bike riding president,
end. This semester has flown quickly! As the old Chris will be one of eight presenters for a series
saying goes, “time flies when we are having of Zoom events surrounding church renewal,
fun.” Right?
In realising this, some may be filled with
excitement, while some “fear and trembling.”
Despite the looming deadlines, I hope most of us
are of more of the first category. Let us continue
to journey on and savour this time of learning,
especially with a renewed joy brought about by
the Easter season.
Since coming back from the Easter break, you
may notice something new hanging near Chris
Monaghan’s office. Chris will be posting a
different inspirational biblical verse each week.

entitled ‘Building the Church We Need’. It is
over four Monday evenings in May. Topics they
are covering include synodality, governance and
Church leadership. This is a joint venture of
YTU and Garratt Publishing. We students are
invited to attend these online seminars. More
details on the seminars below.
It is May. You know what that means…the
Brotherhood Cup is around the corner (May 14th
to be exact). Last year, YTU was awarded the
Fair Play award. This year, the goal is to not only
be the friendliest team, but also the best. Please
free up that Saturday, and cheer on the lads.
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MAY ZOOM SEMINARS
Join us for a series of Zoom events focused on Church
renewal. In this, its 50th year of Theological Education,
Yarra Theological Union – along with Garratt Publishing –
invites you to attend a series of ground-breaking, crucial
seminars as we journey to the second (and final) assembly
of the Australian Plenary Council, and prepare for the
Synod on Synodality.
Over four Monday evenings in May, we will be focusing
on synodality, governance and leadership of the Church in
the context of Church renewal.

What a line-up!
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Scan to register!

REFLECTION

W

henever I get distracted by the
spectres of worries and plans during
meditative prayer, one way I was

taught to do, in order to return to the centre, is
through internally reciting a short mantra. One
short phrase a formator suggested to me was
from John’s Gospel: “You in me and I in You”. So far,
this mantra has been a valuable aide.
Why start this week’s Easter reflection
with this small sharing? It is because, for me, one
of our recent Gospel readings gave new meaning
to the aforementioned mantra. I realized this
during the novitiate. The passage is John 20:19-31,
especially the encounter between the risen Jesus because he missed out on the earlier appearance
and Thomas.

of the risen Christ.

It was Day 27 of the Ignatian Spiritual

Putting oneself into the story, I first

Exercises, and one of the readings to reflect on

imagined the mood of the upper room. It would

was this passage. Pondering on it, I felt sorry for

have been tense, and I sensed the fear and dread

Thomas. This event made him the butt of jokes for from the disciples. I too joined in the hiding, hoping
the next two millennia. He became known as “the that one day the anxiety would subside. Without
doubting one”. I also sympathized with Thomas, Jesus, one could not help but be afraid.
Despite

the

locks,

Jesus

made

an

appearance, doing so with such peace. There was
not a trace of vengeance. Then the first thing he
said was “shalom”. Afterwards, he showed his
wounds. This would have given joy and peace to
the disciples present. If I was in their sandals, I
would have felt relief as well. Jesus, who only knew
love, was enough consolation for them.
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Eventually Thomas had his encounter

“within your wounds hide me”. Linking this to

with the risen Lord. Jesus answered Thomas’

Thomas, he should consider himself very lucky.

need by appearing, even giving the privilege of

For in the wounds of Jesus, Thomas has found

touching his wounds. The “doubt” made this

the safety and shelter he so longed for. There, he

experience possible. Reflecting on it, I went on a

would never leave the Lord’s side.

tangent, asking myself: what would inserting a
finger or hand into Jesus’ wounds feel like? It
would have felt weird.

Later that night, I returned to the passage,
reflecting especially on the wounds of Jesus,
which Thomas was invited to enter into. It was
here I made the connection to my breath prayer
of “You in me and I in You”. How can I be in Jesus,
and Jesus in me? How is this intimate union
possible? From the passage, it seems that one
way

is

through

one’s

wounds,

their

vulnerabilities. The wounds become the point of
entry into Jesus. Is the same true with me? Am I
willing to invite Jesus into my life through my
own wounds? Filled with awe and gratitude,
Thomas said it best: “my Lord and my God.”
Daniel Magadia, MSC
After a series of distractions, I decided to
stand from my spot in the chapel. I then stumbled
and gazed upon an image of Mary, as Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart. This was not the Madonna and
Child version, but one with her at the foot of the
cross. With the encounter of Thomas still fresh in
my mind, I was then reminded of the Ignatian
prayer, the Anima Christi, especially the line

Have a great week ahead!
Thank you,
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Secretary

